What are those tubes for? What you need to know about central venous access devices.
Prehospital providers who are trained to access and utilize existing CVADs, including Groshong, Hickman, Broviac, PICC lines and implanted ports, will be able to establish rapid i.v.s. The CVADs, which should be used in critical scenarios like shock, cardiac arrest and critical medical conditions, will allow EMS to administer medications and fluids to patients in whom i.v. access may otherwise be impossible. Providers should review with their medical directors the feasibility and practical application of using these devices, ensuring they have the correct training and equipment to use these potentially lifesaving devices.